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SUB J : PRIME MINISTER FIRI ON PRESIDENT'S HUMAN RIGHTS STAND 

REF: KATHMANDU 2151 

1 . WE HAVE LEARNED THAT DURING PRIME MINISTER GIRTS 
RECENT PRESS CONFERENCE (REFTEL) NEPALI JOURNALSISTS ASKED 
HIM TO COMMENT ON "A US REPORT THAT THERE WER NO HUMAN 
RIGHTS IN NEPAL." THE PRIME MINISTER IS REPORTED TO HAVE 
REPLIED THAT "WE DO NOT TAKE WHAT PRESIDENT CARTER SAYS AS 
GOSPEL TRUTH HERE. MR. CARTER IS FREE TO SPEAK HIS MIND. 

HE INTERPRESTS HUMAN RIGHTS ONE WAY, WE INTERPRET IT ANOTHER." 

2. IN TWO FOLLOW-UP QUESTIONS THE PRIME MINISTER WAS ASKED 
WHETHER OR NOT AMBASSADOR LAISE HAD MET WITH THE KING DURING 
HER RECENT VISIT TO NEPAL TO DELIVER A NOTE ON THE KOIRALA 
CASE. GIRI REPLIED THAT SHE HAD NOT MET HIS MAIESTY AND 

THAT THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT HAD NOT EXPRESSED ITS 
VIEWS IN ANY WAY ON THE ARREST OF B.P. KOIRALA. 

3. COMMENT: QUESTION REFLECTS WIDE SPECULATION AMONG 
PRESS COPRS IN KATHMANDU THAT US STATEMENT ON HUMAN 
RIGHTS IN NEPAL REFLECTED A NEW CONCERN IN WAKE OF 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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KOIRALA ARREST. REPORT HAS BEEN DESCRIBED VARIOUSLY AS 
"PROTEST" OR DEMARCHE", AND IOURNALISTS SEEM TO HAVE 
GREAT DIFFICULTY UNDERSTANDING THAT IT WAS MANDATED BY 
CONGRESSIONAL ACTION PRIOR TO INAUGURATION OF CARTER 
ADMINISTRATION. WE NOTE THAT QUESTION AND PRIME MINISTER S 
REPLY BUT DID APPEAR IN TIMES OF INDIA STORY ON 
PRESS CONFERENCE MAY 25. 
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